BY AIRMAIL
His Excellency Sheikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa

Office of His Majesty the King

P.O. Box 555

Rifa’a Palace

al-Manama

BAHRAIN
<<PLACE>>, <<DATE>> 2011
Subject: Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) is committed to helping lawyers around the world who are prevented from exercising their profession without any improper interference. Lawyers for Lawyers has expressed its grave concerns about the arrest of my colleague Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer. 

According to my information, our colleague has been arrested in his house on April 16th, 2011 at 00.30 am. The arrest took place in presence of his wife and children. Although Mr. Al Tajer was not beaten up or mistreated in the house, his children have been traumatized by this episode. The men who have arrested Mr. Al Tajer have brought him to a, so far, unknown destination.  Mr. Al Tajer’s wife, a medical doctor, fears she might be arrested herself.
The arrest seems to be part of an attempt at putting pressure on those who provide legal and medical aid to protestors in Bahrain. Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the arrest as an attempt to curb Mr. Al Tajer’s legitimate activities as a lawyer defending human rights in Bahrain. Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation fears that the acts are connected to, and serve to frustrate, his invaluable human rights activities.
Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation has also been informed about 600 people, including human rights defenders, political leaders, trade unionists, doctors, paramedics and clerics have been arrested since February 2011. The whereabouts of a significant number of them, including prominent rights defender Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, remain unknown and access to them, including by their lawyers, is not guaranteed for the majority of these detainees. Therefore we, together with other organizations, condemn this crackdown which seems to merely aim at sanctioning the peaceful and legitimate activities for the respect of protesters´ basic rights.

In this context I urge the Government of Bahrain to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth Unites Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity.
In particular paragraph 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states that the Government is under an obligation 

“to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.”
According to paragraph 23

“lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, the Government of Bahrain is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers. 

In view of the above, we urge you, in compliance with your international human rights obligations:  

i. To guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al Tajer;
ii. Immediately disclose the whereabouts of Mr. Al Tajer;
iii. Put an end to any acts of harassment, including at the judicial land administrative level against Mr. Al Tajer and against all human rights defenders in Bahrain;
iv. Conform in any circumstances with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9th, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly, in particular: 
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”;

Article 6 (c) which states that “everybody has the right, individually and in association with others to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in la wand in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters”;

Article 9.3 which provides that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia […] to attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; and to offer and provide professional qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms”;

Article 10 which provides that “no one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to do so”;
Article 12.2 which states that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.

v. Ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Bahrain.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice. I trust upon you in applying all international human rights standards in regard to the arrest of our colleague Mr. Al Tajer and will continue to monitor his case closely.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
BY FAX

His Excellency Sheikh Khaled Bin Ahmad Al Khalifa

Minister of Foreign Affairs

BAHRAIN

Fax: +973 172 12 603
<<PLACE>>, <<DATE>> 2011
Subject: Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) is committed to helping lawyers around the world who are prevented from exercising their profession without any improper interference. Lawyers for Lawyers has expressed its grave concerns about the arrest of my colleague Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer. 

According to my information, our colleague has been arrested in his house on April 16th, 2011 at 00.30 am. The arrest took place in presence of his wife and children. Although Mr. Al Tajer was not beaten up or mistreated in the house, his children have been traumatized by this episode. The men who have arrested Mr. Al Tajer have brought him to a, so far, unknown destination.  Mr. Al Tajer’s wife, a medical doctor, fears she might be arrested herself.
The arrest seems to be part of an attempt at putting pressure on those who provide legal and medical aid to protestors in Bahrain. Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the arrest as an attempt to curb Mr. Al Tajer’s legitimate activities as a lawyer defending human rights in Bahrain. Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation fears that the acts are connected to, and serve to frustrate, his invaluable human rights activities.
Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation has also been informed about 600 people, including human rights defenders, political leaders, trade unionists, doctors, paramedics and clerics have been arrested since February 2011. The whereabouts of a significant number of them, including prominent rights defender Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, remain unknown and access to them, including by their lawyers, is not guaranteed for the majority of these detainees. Therefore we, together with other organizations, condemn this crackdown which seems to merely aim at sanctioning the peaceful and legitimate activities for the respect of protesters´ basic rights.

In this context I urge the Government of Bahrain to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth Unites Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity.
In particular paragraph 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states that the Government is under an obligation 

“to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.”
According to paragraph 23

“lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, the Government of Bahrain is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers. 

In view of the above, we urge you, in compliance with your international human rights obligations:  

i. To guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al Tajer;
ii. Immediately disclose the whereabouts of Mr. Al Tajer;
iii. Put an end to any acts of harassment, including at the judicial land administrative level against Mr. Al Tajer and against all human rights defenders in Bahrain;
iv. Conform in any circumstances with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9th, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly, in particular: 
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”;

Article 6 (c) which states that “everybody has the right, individually and in association with others to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in la wand in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters”;

Article 9.3 which provides that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia […] to attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; and to offer and provide professional qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms”;

Article 10 which provides that “no one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to do so”;

Article 12.2 which states that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.

v. Ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Bahrain.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice. I trust upon you in applying all international human rights standards in regard to the arrest of our colleague Mr. Al Tajer and will continue to monitor his case closely.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

BY FAX

Sheikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa

Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs

BAHRAIN

Fax: +973 175 31 284
<<PLACE>>, <<DATE>> 2011
Subject: Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) is committed to helping lawyers around the world who are prevented from exercising their profession without any improper interference. Lawyers for Lawyers has expressed its grave concerns about the arrest of my colleague Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer. 

According to my information, our colleague has been arrested in his house on April 16th, 2011 at 00.30 am. The arrest took place in presence of his wife and children. Although Mr. Al Tajer was not beaten up or mistreated in the house, his children have been traumatized by this episode. The men who have arrested Mr. Al Tajer have brought him to a, so far, unknown destination.  Mr. Al Tajer’s wife, a medical doctor, fears she might be arrested herself.
The arrest seems to be part of an attempt at putting pressure on those who provide legal and medical aid to protestors in Bahrain. Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the arrest as an attempt to curb Mr. Al Tajer’s legitimate activities as a lawyer defending human rights in Bahrain. Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation fears that the acts are connected to, and serve to frustrate, his invaluable human rights activities.
Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation has also been informed about 600 people, including human rights defenders, political leaders, trade unionists, doctors, paramedics and clerics have been arrested since February 2011. The whereabouts of a significant number of them, including prominent rights defender Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, remain unknown and access to them, including by their lawyers, is not guaranteed for the majority of these detainees. Therefore we, together with other organizations, condemn this crackdown which seems to merely aim at sanctioning the peaceful and legitimate activities for the respect of protesters´ basic rights.

In this context I urge the Government of Bahrain to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth Unites Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity.
In particular paragraph 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states that the Government is under an obligation 

“to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.”
According to paragraph 23

“lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, the Government of Bahrain is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers. 

In view of the above, we urge you, in compliance with your international human rights obligations:  

i. To guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al Tajer;
ii. Immediately disclose the whereabouts of Mr. Al Tajer;
iii. Put an end to any acts of harassment, including at the judicial land administrative level against Mr. Al Tajer and against all human rights defenders in Bahrain;
iv. Conform in any circumstances with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9th, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly, in particular: 
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”;

Article 6 (c) which states that “everybody has the right, individually and in association with others to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in la wand in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters”;

Article 9.3 which provides that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia […] to attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; and to offer and provide professional qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms”;

Article 10 which provides that “no one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to do so”;

Article 12.2 which states that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.

v. Ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Bahrain.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice. I trust upon you in applying all international human rights standards in regard to the arrest of our colleague Mr. Al Tajer and will continue to monitor his case closely.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

BY AIRMAIL
Her Excellency Huda Ezra Ebrahim Nonoo

Ambassador for the Kingdom of Bahrain

3502 International Drive North West

Washington, DC 20008, 

USA
<<PLACE>>, <<DATE>> 2011
Subject: Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) is committed to helping lawyers around the world who are prevented from exercising their profession without any improper interference. Lawyers for Lawyers has expressed its grave concerns about the arrest of my colleague Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer. 

According to my information, our colleague has been arrested in his house on April 16th, 2011 at 00.30 am. The arrest took place in presence of his wife and children. Although Mr. Al Tajer was not beaten up or mistreated in the house, his children have been traumatized by this episode. The men who have arrested Mr. Al Tajer have brought him to a, so far, unknown destination.  Mr. Al Tajer’s wife, a medical doctor, fears she might be arrested herself.
The arrest seems to be part of an attempt at putting pressure on those who provide legal and medical aid to protestors in Bahrain. Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the arrest as an attempt to curb Mr. Al Tajer’s legitimate activities as a lawyer defending human rights in Bahrain. Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation fears that the acts are connected to, and serve to frustrate, his invaluable human rights activities.
Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation has also been informed about 600 people, including human rights defenders, political leaders, trade unionists, doctors, paramedics and clerics have been arrested since February 2011. The whereabouts of a significant number of them, including prominent rights defender Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, remain unknown and access to them, including by their lawyers, is not guaranteed for the majority of these detainees. Therefore we, together with other organizations, condemn this crackdown which seems to merely aim at sanctioning the peaceful and legitimate activities for the respect of protesters´ basic rights.

In this context I urge the Government of Bahrain to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth Unites Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity.
In particular paragraph 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states that the Government is under an obligation 

“to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.”
According to paragraph 23

“lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, the Government of Bahrain is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers. 

In view of the above, we urge you, in compliance with your international human rights obligations:  

i. To guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al Tajer;
ii. Immediately disclose the whereabouts of Mr. Al Tajer;
iii. Put an end to any acts of harassment, including at the judicial land administrative level against Mr. Al Tajer and against all human rights defenders in Bahrain;
iv. Conform in any circumstances with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9th, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly, in particular: 
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”;

Article 6 (c) which states that “everybody has the right, individually and in association with others to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in la wand in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters”;

Article 9.3 which provides that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia […] to attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; and to offer and provide professional qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms”;

Article 10 which provides that “no one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to do so”;

Article 12.2 which states that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.

v. Ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Bahrain.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice. I trust upon you in applying all international human rights standards in regard to the arrest of our colleague Mr. Al Tajer and will continue to monitor his case closely.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>
BY AIRMAIL
Ms. Muna Abbas Radhi

Deputy Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of Bahrain to the United Nations in Geneva

P.O. Box 39

1292 Chambésy

SWITZERLAND
<<PLACE>>, <<DATE>> 2011
Subject: Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer
Your Excellency,

The Dutch Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation (‘Stichting Advocaten voor Advocaten’) is committed to helping lawyers around the world who are prevented from exercising their profession without any improper interference. Lawyers for Lawyers has expressed its grave concerns about the arrest of my colleague Mr. Mohamed Issa Al Tajer. 

According to my information, our colleague has been arrested in his house on April 16th, 2011 at 00.30 am. The arrest took place in presence of his wife and children. Although Mr. Al Tajer was not beaten up or mistreated in the house, his children have been traumatized by this episode. The men who have arrested Mr. Al Tajer have brought him to a, so far, unknown destination.  Mr. Al Tajer’s wife, a medical doctor, fears she might be arrested herself.
The arrest seems to be part of an attempt at putting pressure on those who provide legal and medical aid to protestors in Bahrain. Various organizations, among them Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation, tend to consider the arrest as an attempt to curb Mr. Al Tajer’s legitimate activities as a lawyer defending human rights in Bahrain. Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation fears that the acts are connected to, and serve to frustrate, his invaluable human rights activities.
Lawyers for Lawyers Foundation has also been informed about 600 people, including human rights defenders, political leaders, trade unionists, doctors, paramedics and clerics have been arrested since February 2011. The whereabouts of a significant number of them, including prominent rights defender Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, remain unknown and access to them, including by their lawyers, is not guaranteed for the majority of these detainees. Therefore we, together with other organizations, condemn this crackdown which seems to merely aim at sanctioning the peaceful and legitimate activities for the respect of protesters´ basic rights.

In this context I urge the Government of Bahrain to recognize the valuable role played by human rights lawyers and to promote and support their work in line with the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth Unites Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1990, which provide for a number of rights and responsibilities for lawyers acting in their professional capacity.
In particular paragraph 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states that the Government is under an obligation 

“to ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference.”
According to paragraph 23

“lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings.”

These principles are universally applicable. Therefore, the Government of Bahrain is under an obligation to adequately protect and support its lawyers. 

In view of the above, I urge you, in compliance with your international human rights obligations:  

i. To guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Al Tajer;
ii. Immediately disclose the whereabouts of Mr. Al Tajer;
iii. Put an end to any acts of harassment, including at the judicial land administrative level against Mr. Al Tajer and against all human rights defenders in Bahrain;
iv. Conform in any circumstances with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9th, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly, in particular: 
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”;

Article 6 (c) which states that “everybody has the right, individually and in association with others to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in la wand in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters”;

Article 9.3 which provides that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia […] to attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; and to offer and provide professional qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms”;

Article 10 which provides that “no one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to do so”;

Article 12.2 which states that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.

v. Ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Bahrain.

I thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I am confident of your good will and sense of justice. I trust upon you in applying all international human rights standards in regard to the arrest of our colleague Mr. Al Tajer and will continue to monitor his case closely.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

