
INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS DEMAND A 
FAIR TRIAL FOR CLAUDIA 
GONZÁLEZ

STATEMENT

The undersigned organizations express our 
deep concern at the start of the trial of 
Guatemalan lawyer and human rights 
defender Claudia González, scheduled for 5 
May 2026 in Guatemala City. After more 
than two decades of defending human 
rights and fighting corruption, her case has 
become a symbol of politically motivated 
criminal prosecution in the country. 

The Public Prosecutor's Office accuses her 
of abuse of authority for actions carried out 
in her capacity as judicial representative for 
the International Commission against 
Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG), despite the 
fact that this crime applies only to public 
officials, a status she has never held. 

In addition, there have been serious 
irregularities in the proceedings since her 
arrest in August 2023, including restrictions 
on public access to hearings, limitations on 
international observation and repeated 
unjustified delays. The evidentiary hearing, 
for example, lasted for more than 15 months 
due to multiple suspensions, clearly 
affecting due process. 

This is not an isolated case. It is part of a 
pattern of criminalization against human 
rights defenders, journalists, indigenous 

authorities and justice workers linked to the 
fight against corruption in Guatemala.

This pattern has forced more than 100 
people into unfounded trials, arbitrary 
detentions or exile. 

Before the start of the trial, the undersigned 
organizations: 
• Demand full respect for due process 

safeguards, including public access to 
hearings and international observation.

• Urge the judicial authorities to act with 
independence, impartiality and strict 
adherence to the law.

• Call on the Public Prosecutor's Office to 
refrain from promoting criminal 
proceedings based on improper 
interpretations of the law.

•  Call on the Guatemalan authorities to 
end the criminalization of human rights 
defenders and justice workers. 

The undersigned organizations will continue 
to monitor this process. The trial of Claudia 
González will be a key test of the State of 
Guatemala's commitment to justice.
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