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Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L) and the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute
(IBAHRI)' thank the High Commissioner for this report.

The repression of dissent in Venezuela continues at an alarming rate. At least 932 individuals
remain detained for political reasons.

Following the 2024 elections, an increasingly hostile environment for the legal profession has
taken hold. Lawyers are denied access to clients and case files, and face threats and arrests for
carrying out their work.

Prominent cases include the detentions of Rocio San Miguel, Kennedy Tejeda, and Eduardo
Torres. Like other political prisoners, they have been subjected to enforced disappearance,
torture, prolonged incommunicado detention, and denied the right to legal representation of their
choice.

In many cases, criminalization is the most evident expression of a broader pattern of
stigmatization of lawyers and human rights defenders as “enemies of the State,” in a context of
escalating repression against civil society.

These practices create a climate of fear among those practicing law, severely hindering access to
justice.

We call for the immediate and unconditional release of San Miguel, Tejeda, Torres, and all those
detained for political reasons. We urge this Council to maintain a firm response to the
deterioration of the rule of law in Venezuela and to ensure that lawyers can carry out their
professional duties freely and safely.

This statement was delivered by:

Natalia Segura Diez

Programme Officer

Lawyers for Lawyers
N.SeguraDiez@lawyersforlawyers.nl

' The following NGOs without consultative status also share the views expressed in this
statement: Foro Penal and AlertaVenezuela
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Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L) y el International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI)?
agradecen al Alto Comisionado por su informe.

La represion contra la disidencia en Venezuela continlda de forma alarmante. Al menos 932
personas permanecen detenidas por motivos politicos.

Tras las elecciones de 2024, se ha consolidado un entorno cada vez mas hostil para la profesion
legal. A los bogados se les niega el acceso a clientes y expedientes, y enfrentan amenazas y
detenciones por ejercer su labor.

Casos emblematicos incluyen las detenciones de Rocio San Miguel, Kennedy Tejeda y Eduardo
Torres. Al igual que otros presos politicos, han sido victimas de desaparicién forzada, tortura,
incomunicacion prolongada y se les ha negado el derecho a una representacion juridica de su
eleccion.

En muchos casos, la criminalizacidn es la expresién mas saliente de un patrén de estigmatizacién
de abogadosy defensores de derechos como ‘enemigos del Estado’, en un contexto de creciente
represion sobre la sociedad civil.

Estas practicas generan un clima de temor entre quienes ejercen la abogacia, obstruyendo
gravemente el acceso a la justicia.

Exigimos la liberacién inmediata e incondicional de San Miguel, Tejeda, Torres y de todas las
personas detenidas por razones politicas, e instamos a este Consejo a mantener una respuesta
firme ante el deterioro del estado de derecho en Venezuela que contemple la necesidad de las y
los abogados puedan ejercer su labor libremente y con seguridad.

Esta declaracion ha sido pronunciada por:
Natalia Segura Diez

Programme Officer

Lawyers for Lawyers
N.SeguraDiez@lawyersforlawyers.nl

2 Las siguientes ONG sin estatus consultivo también comparten los puntos expresados en
esta declaracion: Foro Penal y AlertaVenezuela.
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